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Period of Absence Impact on Family

Up to 2 months No significant effect on child nor on family
relationships

Between 2 and 6 months The absence may interfere with the
structure of roles within the family and
may weaken links between parents and
their children

Between 6 and 12 months Depending on the age of the child,

absence has a significant impact. The
parent that stays at home assumes
frequently the social role of the absent
parent. Relationships among family
members are significantly changed and
there is probability of the traumatic
refusal of the absent parent.

Above 12 months All of the above mentioned effects are
strengthened and relation of the family
with  their social environment s
significantly transformed.
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